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Supplementing the
Bachelor's Degree

During the Great Recession,
there was a slight increase in
the percentage of bachelor’s
degree earners who opted
to continue their educations
at two-year institutions.
However, that percentage
has now dropped well below
pre-recession levels, with
only 5.8 percent of 2013-14
bachelor’s degree earners
having returned to college at
two-year institutions.

Over the 14-year period of
this report, the percentage of
women who later enrolled in
two-year institutions was 1.9
percentage points higher, on
average, than that of men.
That margin widened to a
recession-era peak of 2.4
percentage points in 2008-
09 before narrowing to 1.8
percentage points for the
most recent year.

With data current through June 2016
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TWO-YEAR ENROLLMENT AFTER
BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Percentage of Bachelor's Degree Earners Who

Subsequently Enrolled in Two-Year Institutions, by Gender
(within two years of earning bachelor's degree)
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2000-01 2001-02 = 2002-03 2003-04 2004-06 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
1,048,662 1,113,137 1,175,366 1,230,163 1,269,964 1,319,820 1,362,858 1,393,234 1,426,960 1,465,625 1,519,018 1,580,626 1,616,453 1,642,473

Academic Year of Bachelor’s Degree
(with count of bachelor’s degrees reported to the Clearinghouse in that year)

Individuals are counted as having enrolled in a two-year institution if they enrolled at any point in the two academic years subsequent to the academic year of
the bachelor's degree. Two-year enroliments are weighted to account for growth in the Clearinghouse’s coverage of those institutions over time. Gender is
imputed in cases where institutions did not report it.
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Two-Year
Credentials and
Enrollment Intensity

Typically, a bachelor’'s degree
earner who subsequently enrolls
in a two-year institution will be
doing so as a part-time student.
On average, for the period
covered in this report, only 17
percent of these students began
their two-year enrollments on a
ful-time basis. That percentage
climbed to a recession-era high
of 20 percent in 2008-09,
before stabilizing once again at
17 percent.

Only a small percentage of

the post-bachelor’s two-year
enrollments resulted in an
associate degree within four
years, although this figure has
been gradually increasing. The
percentage was just 8.5 percent
for 2011-12 bachelor’s degree
earners, suggesting that the
primary goal of enrolling in the
two-year institution is more often
related to industry certifications
or professional licensures.

With data current through June 2016
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TWO-YEAR ENROLLMENT AFTER
BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Bachelor's Degree Earners Who Subsequently Enrolled in Two-Year Institutions:
Enrollment Intensity and Credentials Earned at the Two-Year Institutions
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Academic Year of Bachelor’s Degree
(with count of bachelor’s earners at two-year institutions within two years of earning bachelor’s degree)

The percentage who earned associate degrees is limited to those who earned associate degrees within four academic years of earning a bachelor’s
degree. The enrollment intensity at the two-year institution is based on the starting enroliment intensity for the earliest term at a two-year institution
following the bachelor’s.
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TWO-YEAR ENROLLMENT AFTER

Age Group of BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Bachelor's Degree

Earners
For i ree age groups, oost Percentage of Bachelor's Degree Earners Who

bachelors envolment In foyear Subsequently Enrolled in Two-Year Institutions, by Age Group

institutions has become less
common since the end of the (within two years of receiving bachelor's degree)
recession. However, the long-term
trend is unique for bachelor's
degree earners over the age of 30. 10%
Unlike the other two groups, this
age group did not experience a
recession-era spike in postbachelor's 8%
enrollment in two-year institutions.

9%
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7%

This is especially notable since 2%
6%

the over 30 age group has come A Over30

to account for a larger share of all 5%

bachelor’s degrees as a result of

the recession, which brought large 4%

numbers of older students back
to the classroom. The over 30

group accounted for 175 percent 2%
of all 2013-14 bachelor’s degrees
reported to the Clearinghouse, up
from 14.7 percent for 2000-01. 0%

3%

1%

. 2000-01 2001-02 200203 2003-04 2004-05 200506 2006-07 2007-08  2008-09 2009-10 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13  2013-14
By comparison, the 26 and 1,048,662 1,113,137 1,175,366 1,230,163 1,269,964 1,319,820 1,362,856 1,393,234 1,426,960 1,465,625 1,519,018 1,580,626 1,616,453 1,642,473

under group accounted for 73.5
percent of 2013-14 bachelor's
degrees, down from 76.2 percent
for 2000-01, while the 27-+0-30

group accounted for 9.0 percent of
2013-14 bachelor's degrees, nearly Two-year enroliments are weighted to account for growth in the Clearinghouse’s coverage of these institutions over time. Age groups are based on the
student’s age at the time the bachelor's degree was awarded.

Academic Year of Bachelor’s Degree
(with count of bachelor’s degrees reported to the Clearinghouse in that year)

unchanged from 9.1 percent
for 2000-01.
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TWO-YEAR ENROLLMENT AFTER

it BACHELOR'S DEGREE
Institutional

giﬁﬁoeﬂgls Degree Percentage of Bachelor's Degree Earners Who

L Subsequently Enrolled in Two-Year Institutions, by Institutional Sector
2 tworyear institution after (within two years of receiving bachelor's degree)

graduating with a bachelor’s
degree is most common 10%
among graduates of public

. . . . 0
institutions. For the graduating 9%
class of 2013-14, 6.5 percent 8%

, —@&— Bachelor's from
of bachelqr; degrge earners . public institution
from public institutions went 0
on to enroll in a two-year ~#% Bachelor's from
. oL - 6% private nonprofit
institution within the next Institution
two academic years. The 5%

v —A— Bachelor's from
Comparable percentage for A% for-profit institution
graduates of private nonprofit
institutions is almost two 3%
percentage points lower. 2%
1%
0%

2000-01 2001-02  2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
1,048,662 1,113,137 1,175,366 1,230,163 1,269,964 1,319,820 1,362,858 1,393,234 1,426,960 1,465,625 1,619,018 1,580,626 1,616,453 1,642,473

Academic Year of Bachelor’s Degree
(with count of bachelor’s degrees reported to the Clearinghouse in that year)

Individuals are counted as having enrolled in a two-year institution if they enrolled at any point in the two academic years following the academic year of the
bachelor’s degree. Two-year enrollments are weighted to account for growth in the Clearinghouse’s coverage of those institutions over time.
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TWO-YEAR ENROLLMENT AFTER

' BACHELOR'S DEGREE
Bachelor's Degree

Field of Stud .
Y Percentage of Bachelor's Degree Earners Who
The percentage of bachelor’s

degree earners pursuing SUbSBQUBﬂﬂy EﬂfO”Bd Iﬂ TWO-YBHF |ﬂSTITUT|OﬂS, by BaChe|0f'S F|8|d Of StUdy

additional education in a two- ( L - ' )
oar intitution varies widely within two years of receiving bachelor's degree
depend]ng on the bachelor’s Figures in parentheses are the percentage
. 18% of 2013-14 bachelor's degree earners who

degree field of study. Career enrolled in two-year institutions and the total
H number of 2013-14 bachelor's degree earners
fields, such as healthcare 16% for each field o study.
and social services, often

. s . — Biological and Biomedical
require additional training and 14% Sciences (14.5%, N=94,519)
credentials that can be earned —— Psychology (9.2%, N=105,994)
at two-year Institutions. 12% —— Social Sciences (6.3%, N=126,424)

) —— Health Profession and
The figure shows two-year Related Clinical Sciencs

10% (6.2%, N=153,343)

enrollment trends for the
- - Overall (5.8%, N=1,642,473)

10 most common fields of
study for bachelor’'s degree
recipients. The fields are

—— English Language and
Literature/Letters
(4.5%, N=44,261)

8%

6% i )
. . . —— Visual and Preforming Arts
listed in descending order by (4.1%, N=75,853)
the percentage of 2013-14 s Education (4.0%, N=84,192)
graduateg Who ?I’]I’O“Gd Ih Communication, journalism,
two-year institutions within the . and Related Programs

2% (3.2%, N=79,410)

next two academic years. Since
— Business, Management,

the end of the recession, post- 0% Marketing, and Related Supp
(3.2%, N=298,185)

bachelor’s enrollment in two- 200001 | 2001-02 | 2002-03 200304  2004-05 | 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08  2008-09  2009-10  2010-11  2011-12  2012-13 | 2013-14 o
year institutions has declined in 1,048,662 1,113,137 1,175,366 1,230,163 1,269,964 1,319,820 1,362.858 1,393,234 1,426,960 1,466,625 1,519,018 1,580,626/1,616,453 1,642,473 Engineering (2.2%, N=80,836)

h of the fields sh .
each of the Tields shown Academic Year of Bachelor's Degree

(with count of bachelor’s degrees reported to the Clearinghouse in that year)

Two-year enrollments are weighted to account for growth in the Clearinghouse’s coverage of these institutions over time. The fields of study shown above
are the 10 most commonly reported to the Clearinghouse for bachelor's degree recipients since 2000-01. Fields of study correspond to NCES Classification
of Instructional Program codes (two-digit CIP family codes). CIP codes were reported (or imputed by the Clearinghouse) for 85 percent of all bachelor’s
degrees in the dataset.
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